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I. Compliance with the Montana Environmental Policy Act

This Environmental Assessment was prepared in compliance with the Montana Environmental
Policy Act (MEPA).

Before a proposegrojectmay be approved, environmental review must be conducted to identify and

consider potential impacts of the proposed project the human and physical environment affected by

the project. The Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and its implementing rules and regulations

require different levels of environmental review, depending on the proposed project, significance of

potential impacts, and the review timeline. 824+ nmX a2y G+t ylt [/ 2RS 1 yy2GFG§SR 6
' RYAYAAGNY GADS wdzZ Sa 2F az2ydlyl o0a!waéld MHOPHPnONZ
Process.

FWP must prepare an EA when
T Ld Aa O2yA-RIRBNRYSRI LB BB OS> &1-2808)0&s: Aa RSFTAYSR A
(i) a project, program, or activity initiated and directly undertaken by a state agency;
OGAAOG X F LINP2SO0 2N I OGAGAGE &dzlJlI2 NI SR (KNRdJAK
fundingassistance from a state agency, either singly or in combination with one or more other
state agencies; or
GAAAD X I LINRP2SOG 2N I OlGAQGAGE | dzZiK2NAT SR o6& I a
lease, easement, license, or other authorizatioract.
1 Itis not clear without preparation of an EA whether the proposed project is a major one
significantly affecting the quality of the human environment. ARM 12.2.430(3)(a));
1 FWP has not otherwise implemented tmterdisciplinary analysis and publieview purposes
listed in ARM 12.2.430(2) (a) and (d) through a similar planning and dewiasking process (ARM
12.2.430(3)(b));
1 Statutory requirements do not allow sufficient time for the FWP to prepare an EIS (ARM
12.2.430(3)(c));
1 The project is nbspecifically excluded from MEPA review according to-8-Z20(8)(b) or ARM
12.2.430(5); or
1 As an alternative to preparing an EIS, prepare an EA whenever the project is one that might
normally require an EIS, but effects which might otherwiseldemed significant appear to be
mitigable below the level of significance through design, or enforceable controls or stipulations or
both imposed by the agency or other government agencies. For an EA to suffice in this instance, the
agency must determinéhat all the impacts of the proposed project have been accurately
identified, that they will be mitigated below the level of significance, and that no significant impact
is likely to occur. The agency may not consider compensation for purposes of deteyithiain
impacts have been mitigated below the level of significance (ARM 12.2.430(4)).

MEPA is procedural; its intent is to ensure that impacts to the environment associated with a proposed
project are fully considered and the public is informed of pot@rithpacts resulting from the project.



II. Background anBescription of Proposed Project

This section includes a short description of the proposed project including the project sponsor/
applicant/ responsible party, the type of proposed action and the ardteigh schedule of the proposed
project.

Name of ProjectCraig Fishing Access Site Overflow Parking Lot

Montana Fish, Wildlif& Parks(FWP)proposes to construca gravel parking lohear the Craig Fishing
Access Site (FAS), whista popular puin and takeout location for watercraft on the Missouri River
The proposed project is intended to alleviate parking issidise FASwhere the number of vehicles
often exceeds the parkingapacity during the spring, summer, and early (f@ure 1). Visitationto the
FAS has increaseder time, with visitation peakingn 2020 (figure 2 and 3. TheFASurrentlyhas a

day use parking lot capacity of 33 vehicl23 of those parking spaces can accommodate vehicles with
boat trailers. Whenvisitation exceeds the current parking capacitytie FAS, conflicts arise when
people park their vehicles cffite and in front of private residences and businedseatedthroughout

the town of Craig

To address these issues, F@fBposes to construct aapproximate 2acreoverflow parking lothat

would providean additionalb0 delineated parking spacebwentysix (26) of thanew parkingspaces
would be large enough to @mmodate vehicles with boat trailerand twenty-three 23) would
providesingle vehicle parking spacégjure 4) The proposal includes development of onegihple
vehicle concrete parking spatieat meetsthe requirements of theédAmericans with Disabiies Act

(ADA), and aADAapproved concrete latrinélhe overflow parking lot would be constructed @13.4

acre parcel of lanthat Lewis and Clark County leased from the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad
company figures 5 and 6)Contingent orapproval of the proposegroject, FWP woulanter into an
agreement withLewis and Clark Countyhereby FWP wouldesign, construciand manage the

overflow parkindot.



area within the Craig FA



Figure2 (below): Annual vehicle count data from Memorial Day through Labor Day from 2@0@2. Data
indicates an increasing trend with the highest visitation use during the COVID pandemic in 2020. Source:
Pinnacle Research and Consulting fdorthwestern Energy.
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Figure 3 (above) Daily vehicle count data from Memorial Day to Labor Day from 220®22. Data
indicates heavier use on weekends with peak use occurring late June through early August. Source:
PinnacleResearch and Consulting for Northwestern Energycomplete visitation report of the Missouri

River prepared by Pinnacle Research and Consulting for Northwestern Energy can be found at:
https://northwesternenergy.com/docs/defaulsource/defaultdocumentlibrary/clean
energy/environmentaprojects/misourimadisorthydro-project/missourimadisonvisitor-use-count

study-report.pdf



https://northwesternenergy.com/docs/default-source/default-document-library/clean-energy/environmental-projects/missouri-madison-hydro-project/missouri-madison-visitor-use-count-study-report.pdf
https://northwesternenergy.com/docs/default-source/default-document-library/clean-energy/environmental-projects/missouri-madison-hydro-project/missouri-madison-visitor-use-count-study-report.pdf
https://northwesternenergy.com/docs/default-source/default-document-library/clean-energy/environmental-projects/missouri-madison-hydro-project/missouri-madison-visitor-use-count-study-report.pdf

Figure4 (above) Proposed preliminary design of Craig FAS overflow parking lot.



Figureb (above) and6 (below): Aerial images of Craig FAS and the proposed Craig FAS overflow parking lot.

Proposed Overflow Parking Expansion

Existing Craig Fishing Access Site




Anticipated ProjectScheduleSubject toavailability of contractors and other factors, FWP
anticipates the following schedule.

1 Estimated Construction Commencement DageptemberOctoberof 2023.
9 Estimated Construction Completion Daecembeiof 2023.

Affected Area / Location oProposed Project

1 Proposed project is within the unincorporated town of Craig, MT (figure 7).
9 Legal Descriptian

0 Latitude/Longitude: 47.07614111.96354
0 Section, Township, and Range: S10, T15N, R3W
o Town/City, County, Montana: Craig, Lewis and Clark @oMuantana
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Figure7 (above) Location of the proposed Craig FAS overflow parking lot.



lll.  Purpose and Need

AnEA must include a description of the benefits and purpose of the proposed p(AjRi
12.2.432(3)(b) Benefits of the proposed project refer to benefits to the resource, public, department,
state, and/or other.

Theproposed project is intended to address timereasingoroblem of insufficient parking spaces at the
Craig FAS, which results in people parking vehiclesitefin front of private residences and businesses.
The development ofinoverflow parking lot witin walking distance of the FAS would meet the needs of
the recreating public and address the concerns of private residences and busirgssests would
include:
1 24 single vehicle spaces and 26 vehicles with trailer spaces, with the ability to pravide so
additional overflow parking in the future if deemed necessary and funding allowed.
1 ADAapprovedparking ancconcrete latrine.
1 Reduction in recreatiomelated parking and congestion along the streets within Craig
1 Redution in conflictsfrom the public parkingehiclesin front of private residences and
businesses.

Project FundingFWP did not prepare a cost/benefit analysis for this proposed project. The project
would utilize the following funding sources and amounts.

Funding sourcefor development of the potential Craig FAS overflow parking lot.

Entity Amount
MissouritMadison River Fund Grant $179,662
Northwestern Energy $49,810
Lewis and Clark County (Lease) $199,238
Total: | $428,710

IV. Other Agency RegulatoResponsibilities

FWP mustist any federal, state, and/or local agencies that have overlappimaglditionaljurisdiction, or
environmental review responsibility for the proposed project, as well as permits, licenses, and other
required authorization$ARM 12.2.432(33}).

A list of other required local, state, and federal approvals, such as permits, certificates, and/or licenses
from affected agencies is includedTable2 below. Table2 provides a summary of requirements but

does not necessarily represent a complated comprehensive list of all permits, certificates, or

approvals needefbr the proposed project Agency decisiemaking is governed by state and federal

laws, including statutes, rules, and regulations, that form the legal basis for the conditiopsoftesed
project must meet to obtain necessary permits, certificates, licenses, or other approvals. Further, these
laws set forth the conditions under which each agency could deny the necessary approvals.

10



Federal, State, and/or Loc&tegulatory Responsibilities

Agency Type of Authorization Purpose
(permit, license,
stipulation, other)
Lewis and Clark County | Agreement Lewis and Clark County will enter into at
agreement with FWP tasethe property
leased by Lewis and Clark County foe
purpose of operating and maintaining
parking area under theerms and
conditions ofa cooperative
management agreement

Montana State Historic Cultural Assessment By Montana law (23-433, MCA), all state
Preservation Offid&WP agencies are required to consult with the
Heritage Program State Historic Preservation Office to

identify heritage properties on land
owned by the state that may be adverse
impacted by a proposed action or
development project. Construction of
parking ar@s and other ground disturbin
activities would require consultation with
the State Historical Preservation Office
ensure adequate protection of such

resources
Montana Department of | Montana Pollutant Development and Execution of
Environmental Quality DischargeElimination Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
System (MPDES)
Construction Stormwater
Permit
Lewis and Clark County | Septic Permit Installation of a Sealed Vault Latrine
(Toilet)

V. List of Mitigations, Stipulations

Mitigations stipulations, and otheenforceablecontrols required by FWP, or another agency, may be
relied upon to limit potential impacts associated with a proposed Project. The table below lists and
evaluates enforceable conditions FWP may rely on to limit péakimhpacts associated with the
proposed Project. ARM 12.2.432(3)(g).

Listing and Evaluation of Enforceable Mitigations Limiting Impacts

Are enforceable controls limiting potential impacts of the Yesx No?d
proposed action? If not, no further evaluation is needed.

If yes, are these controls being relied upon to limit impacts be Yesx No?d
the level of significance? If yes, list the enforceable control(s

below

11



Enforceable Responsible Authority (Rule, Effect of Enforceable Control on

Control Agency Permit, Stipulation, | Proposed Project
Other)
Cultural Resource| Montana State Cultural Assessment| A cultural resource inventory will
Protection Historic and Inventory be completed prior tany
Preservation construction of the projectlf
Officd FWP cultural resources are
Heritage Program unexpectedly discovered during

project implementation, FWP will
cease implementation, and
contact FWP's Heritage Program
for further evaluation.

VI. Alternatives Considered

In additionto the proposedproject, and as required by MEPA, FWP analyzesNbeAttion" alternative
inthisDraftEA] Y RSNJ G KS ab2 ! OliA2yé FEGSNYFGAGBST (GKS LINEL
additional impacts to the physicahvironmentor humanpopulationin the analysis area would occur.

¢CKS dab2 ! OQGA2yEé FEGSNYFGABS F2N¥a GKS ol aStAayS TN
Project can be measured

' Y RS NNoiABBA By ¢ | parkirgdedgestiohnwdidiikely continueat the existing Craig FAS

and conflicts due to the recreating public parkihgir vehicles offsite and oftenin front of private
residences and businesses in Cradgild continue

Yes No
‘ Were any additional alternatives considered atisimisse@ 3 H
* If yes,a list anddescription of theother alternatives consideredut not carried forward for detailed review is included below

VIl. Summary of Potential Impacts of the Proposed Project on the Physical
Environment and Human Population

The impacts analysis section of an EA identifies and evaldaézs, secondary andcumulative impacts

9 Direct impactsare those that occur at the same time and place as the action that triggers the

effect.
f Secondary impact$t I NB ¥ dzNJ K S Niundary drliréninént tiia2mayi bé Stimulated or
AYRdzOSR o6& 2NJ 20KSNBA&AS NBadzZ G FNBY | RANBOG A

f Cumulative impactsx YSFya (GKS O2tftSOGAGS AYLI Oia 2y GKS
action when considered in conjurich with other past and present actions related to the
proposed action by location or generic type. Related future actions must also be considered when
these actions are under concurrent consideration by any state agency throughmpeet
statement studidd = A SLI NI GS AYLI OG adrkdSYSyid Sg@bFfdz GAz2
ARM 12.2.429(7).

Where impacts are expected to occur, the impact analysis estimatesxtkat, duration, frequencyand
severityof the impact. The duration of an impact is quaietf as follows:

12



1
T

ShortTernt impacts that would not last longer than the proposed project.

LongTerm impacts that would remain or occur following the proposed project.

The severity of an impact is measured using the following:

T

No Impact there would be na&change from current conditions.

Negligible an adverse or beneficial effect would occur but would be at the lowest levels of
detection.

Minor: the effect would be noticeable but would be relatively small and would not affect the
function or integrity of tke resource.

Moderate: the effect would be easily identifiable and would change the function or integrity of
the resource.

Major: the effect would irretrievably alter the resource.

Some impacts may require mitigation. As defined in ARM 12.2.429, mitigagans:

T

T
1
T

Avoiding an impact by not taking a certain action or parts of a project;
Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of a project and its implementation;

Rectifying an impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the affected envieoitt or

Reducing or eliminating an impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations during

the life of a project or the timgperiod thereafter that an impact continues.

A list of any mitigation strategies including, but not limited to, design, enforceable controls or
stipulations, or both, as applicable to the proposed project is includ&gation Viabove.

FWP must analyze impacts to the physical and human environfoeatch alternative considered. The
proposed project considered the following alternatives:

1

T

below.

Alternative 1: No Action. Evaluation and Summary of Potential Impacts on the Physical
Environment and Human Population

'YRSNI GKS ab2 | Ol hasgdproject ioBd\igt batuk. T Bekeforié, &S  LINE
additional impacts to the physicahvironmentor humanpopulationin the analysis area would

occur.¢ KS ab2 ! QtAz2yé¢ FEtGSNYFGABS F2Nya GKS ol

proposed Project cahe measured.

Alternative 2: Proposed Project. Evaluation and Summary of Potential Impacts on the Physical
Environment and Human Population

SeeTable 4(Impacts on Physical Environment) arable 5(Impacts on Human Population)

13
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Impacts Analysig Alternative 2: Proposed Action/Project

Table4: Impacts to the Physical Environment

PHYSICAL Duration of Impact Severity of Impact

ENVIRONMENT

Resource None | Short | Long | None Negligible | Minor Moderate | Major Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Term Term Mitigation Measures

Terrestrial, avian,
and aquatic life
and habitats

1)

X

X

X

X

d

Therewould be nosignificant adverse impacts to
terrestrial, avian, and aquatic life and habitats fro
the proposed project. The project area for the
proposed overflow parking expansion is
approximately 3.4 acreand issurrounded by
private land. The project area is 10@rgls from the
interstate highway and does not contain any critig
wildlife habitat. The Montana Natural Heritage
Program classifies the land cover of the proposec
project location as industrial/commercial. The
proposed project area is mostly bare groumat
has been grazed down by horses. There are
anticipated shoriterm negligible impacts to the
abundance and movement of terrestrial and aviar
species during hours when users are actively
engaged at the site. Approximately 2 acres of the
property would be gravel covered, of which the
long-term impact to habitat is expected to be ming
given the current conditions of the property and it
proximity to the interstate. The disturbed area not
utilized as parking spaseould be reseeded with
native grasses folloivg construction to return it to
amore natural state that would offer lonrggrm
beneficial habitat improvementsompared tothe
currentheavily grazedondition of the ground
cover. Any impacts would behort- and longterm,

14



PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

Duration of Impact

Severity of Impact

Resource

None

Short
Term

Long
Term

None

Negligible

Minor

Moderate

Major

Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Mitigation Measures

consistent with existing impas, negligible and
minor.

Water quality,
quantity, and
distribution

Therewould beno significant adverse impacts to
water quality, quantity, and distribution from the
proposed projectThe proposed project constitutes
development of overflow parking to alleviate
congestion and conflict associated with use of the
FAS and would not reqe! the use of any additiona
new water resources, nor would it affect the
distribution or qualityof any existing water
resourcesThe proposed project site lies on the
west side of an elevated railroad grade that
separates the project site from the MissoRiver.
The addition of a gravel surface parking anezauld
cause minor, longerm controlled changes tarea
drainage patterns. The design concept plan
anticipates incorporating onsite storage for storm
water to prevent or reduce accumulation of
rainwater on the parking area surface or over the
surface of nearby roadwayBWP woulde

required to develop and executeStormwater
Pollution Prevention Plaand obtain aMontana
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (MPDES
Construction Stormwater Permtib mitigate
potential water quality impacts. Thereforeny
impacts to water quality, quantity and distribution
would be longterm, mitigated,and minor.

Geology

The proposed action would have no significant
adversempacts to the geology of the proposed
project location.The proposed project constitutes

15



PHYSICAL Duration of Impact Severity of Impact

ENVIRONMENT

Resource None | Short | Long | None Negligible | Minor Moderate | Major Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a

Term | Term Mitigation Measures

development of overflow parking to alleviate
congestion and conflict associated with use of the
FASandwould not affect any geologic features in
the project area; tlerefore, no impacts to geology
would be expected because of the proposed
project.

Soil quality, 4 4 X 5 5 X 3 3 There would be no significant adverse impacts to

stability, and soil quality, stability, and moisture from the

moisture proposed project. The project area includes Kore

Loam soil, consistent with deep, well drained soil
according to the Natural Resources Conservation
Service Vb Soil Survey Map. Construction of the
project would result in longerm, minor, and
adverse impacts to soil compaction in the area
where the parking lot is developed. The preliming
designproposes to usgeotextile fabric to help
reduce compaction ovdime. The preliminary
design als@roposes to usan aggregate surfacing
material Any impacts would be lorggrm and
minor.

Vegetation cover,
quantity, and
quality

Therewould beno significant adverse impacts to
the vegetation cover, quantity, and quality from th
proposed project. The project parcel includes a m
of short grasses, shrubs, and bare ground that ws
heavily grazed by horses. The Montana Natural
Heritage Program aksifies the land cover of the
proposed project location as industrial/commercig
The construction of the parking area would have
longterm, minor, and adverse impacts to the
vegetation cover by disturbing and covering

16



PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

Duration of Impact

Severity of Impact

Resource

None

Short
Term

Long
Term

None

Negligible

Minor

Moderate

Major

Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Mitigation Measures

approximately 2 acres of existinggetation. Areas
that are disturbed outside of the designated parki
area would be reseeded following construction w
native grass and forbs consistent with Rocky
Mountain lower montane, foothill, and valley
grasslands, which is the prominent landscape
surrounding Craig indicated by the Montana Natu
Heritage Program. Reseeding the rest of the site
would provide longerm and beneficial impacts to
the vegetation cover, quantity, and quality over
current conditions. Public use of the site and mot
vehicle traffic would lead to increased opportunity,
for noxious weeds to take rooEWPwould manage
noxious weeds and would use the most effective
means, depending on species and location, to
eradicate identified noxious weeds. The parking
area would be confied to prevent motorized
vehicles from disturbing the soil surface outside g
the established parking as a preventative measur,
to further impacts to the vegetation cover.

Aesthetics

There would be no significant adverse impacts to
the aestheticsof the projectareabecause othe
proposed projectShort-term andminor adverse
aestheticimpactswould likely result from
constructionof the parking lodue to increased
levels of noisefugitive dustand the presence of
equipment and staged construction materidleng
term and minor adverse impactaay also result
from the development of currently open land to
support the proposed projectThe Montana

17



PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

Duration of Impact

Severity of Impact

Resource

None

Short
Term

Long
Term

None

Negligible

Minor

Moderate

Major

Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Mitigation Measures

Natural Heritage Program classifibe land cover
of the proposed project location as
industrial/commercialtherefore, anylong-term
aestheticimpacts wouldconsistent withd K S |
industrial/commercial classification and minor

Air quality

There would be no significant adverse impacts to
quality from the proposed projeciir quality in the
area affected by the proposed project is currently
unclassifiable or in compliance with applicable
National and Montana ambient air quality
standardg NAAQS/MAAQS)he proposed project
constitutes development of overflow parking to
alleviate congestion and conflict associated with (
of the FAS and, when completed, would not resu
in additional new air qualitimpactsin the affected
area. Furtherno significant poirssources of air
pollution exist in the area affected by the propose
project Existing sources of air pollution in the are
are limited and generally include unpaved county
roads (fugitive dust source), vehicle exhaust
emissions, andarious agricultural practices
(vehicle exhaust emissions and fugitive dust).
Fugitive dust and vehicle exhaust emissions
resulting from the movement of heavy equipment
and materials for the proposed project may
adversely impact air quality. However, @ampacts
to air quality would be shotterm, mitigated by
dust control practices;onsistent with existing
impactswithin the industrial/commercial aregand
negligible.

18



PHYSICAL Duration of Impact Severity of Impact

ENVIRONMENT

Resource None | Short | Long | None Negligible | Minor Moderate | Major Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Term | Term Mitigation Measures

Unique, n H H n H 5 5 5 There would be no significant adverse impacts to

endangered, anyunique, endangered, fragile, or limited

fragile, or limited
environmental
resources

environmental resourcebecause othe proposed
project. The presence of any animal and/or plant
Jecies ofoncern Secies oPecialFatus, and
anyland classified asnportant Animal Habitat
located withinor nearthe affected area were
assessethroughthe Montana Natural Heritage
Program The following Species of Concérave
been observed within or near the affected area:

1 Bobolink Dolichonyx Oryzivorug)Global
Rank: G5 State Rank: S3B

1 Great Blue Heron (Ardea Herodigsplobal
Rank: G5 State Rank: S3

1 Greentailed Towhee (Pipilo chorurusg)
Global Rank: G5 State Rank: S3B

1 Longbilled Curlew (Numenius americanus
¢ Global Rank: GState Rank S3B

Thefollowing animalJeciesof SpecialFatus have
been observedvithin or nearthe affected area

1 Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephatys)
Global Rank: G5 State Rank S4

Thefollowing Important Animal Habitats present
within the immediate area of Craig, Montana:

1 Bat Roost (NoiCave); No Rank, point
observations occurring in human created
bridges

Becauselie Montana Natural Heritage Program
classifies the land cover of the proposed project
location as industal/commercial, anyimpacts to

19



PHYSICAL Duration of Impact Severity of Impact

ENVIRONMENT

Resource None | Short | Long | None Negligible | Minor Moderate | Major Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a

Term | Term Mitigation Measures

Jecies ofoncern Secies oPecialJatus, and
areas meetindmportant Animal Habitastatus
would beshort- and longterm, consistent with
existing impacts within the industrial/commercial
area, and negligible.

Histarical and X 4 4 X 3 3 3 3 There would be no significant adverse impacts to

archaeological
sites

the historical sites from the proposed project.
According to the applicable requirements2#-3-
433, MCA, enstructionof parking areas and other
ground disturbing activities would require
consultation withthe State Historical Preservation
Officeor SHPOIn keeping with the Montana
Antiquities Act and related regulation&ARM
12.8.50112.8.510), all undertakings on state land
are assesselly a qualifiedarchaeologist or
historian for theirpotential to afect cultural
resources. The process for this assessment may
include a cultural resource inventory and evaluati
of cultural resources within or near the project are
O2yRdzOGSR o0& C2t,ma | SN
consultation withSHPOFWP also consults withla
Tribal Historic Preservation OfficesNJ ¢ | t h (
affiliated with each property in accordance with
C2tQa ¢NROLFE / 2 yOondahuar G
24, 2023 arecord search of the Montana State

|l Aai2NRO t NBaSNBI GAzZ2Y
Database was conducted by FO/Beritage
Program in consultation with SHR@yure8). The
search revealed one previously recorded site
overlapping the planned project area and no

20



PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

Duration of Impact

Severity of Impact

Resource

None

Short
Term

Long
Term

None

Negligible

Minor

Moderate

Major

Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Mitigation Measures

previous cultural resource inventories. The
previously recorded site is tHeewis and Clark
County segment of the Montana Central Railway
(24LC1292), also known as the Main Branch of tH
Great Northern Railroad. The line was constructe
and in usebetween 1887 and 2000 and connects
Helena and Great FallBhe existing train trackas
been determined eligible for listing in the Nationa
Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and B
cultural resource inventorwould be conducted
prior to construction of the proposed parking lot tc
identify any contributing features of site R€1292
in the project area, as well as any previously
unidentified heritage propertiedf cultural
resources are discovered during project
implementation, FWP will cease implementation
and contact FWP's Heritage Program for further
evaluation. Therefore no impacts to angxisting
historical or archaeological sites would be expect
because of the proposed project.

Demands on
environmental
resources of land,
water, air, and
energy

There would be ngignificant adverse impacts to
the demands on environmental resources of land
water, air, and energy from the proposed project.
The affected industrial/commercidhnd would be
used as a parking area andwd not place
additionaldemands on the environméal
resources ofand, water, and air Fuel would be
required to operate equipment and vehicles used
develop the proposed project. No other demands
on the environmental resources of land, water, ai

21



PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

Duration of Impact

Severity of Impact

Resource

None

Short
Term

Long
Term

None

Negligible | Minor Moderate

Major

Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Mitigation Measures

and energy would be expected because of the
proposedproject. Therefore, any impacts to such
resources would be sheterm, negligible, and

Figure8. Cultural Resources Database record search results
showing location of sites near project argéeft), and 1886 map of
project area prior to construction of the railroadéft).
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Table5: Impacts to the Human Population

HUMAN
POPULATION

Duration of Impact

Severity of Impact

Resource

None

Short
Term

Long
Term

None

Negligible

Minor

Moderate

Major

Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Mitigation Measures

Social structures
and mores

19

19

X

19

n

19

There would be no significant adverse impacts to
pre-projectsocial structures and mores the
affected areabecause ofthe proposed projectThe
Missouri Riverwhich is served by th€raigFASisa
world clasgtrout fishing resource and destination
for anglersfrom around the world Assuch fishing
andrelated servicesupportexistingsocial
structure, customs, values, and conventiomsn
around the town of CraigThe proposed project
constitutes development of overflow parking to
alleviate congesbn and conflict associated with ug
of the FASTherefore,jmprovingexistingFAS
infrastructurewould further support existingocial
structures and mores the affected area. Any
impacts would bdongterm, consistent with
existing impacts, and minor.

Cultural
unigueness and
diversity

e B}

There would be no significant adverse impacts to
cultural unigueness and diversiiy the affected
area because dhe proposed priect. The
proposed project constitutes development of
overflow parking to alleviate congestion and conf
associated with use of thexistingFASAlleviating
issues associated with use of the existing FAS m
result inhigher use of the FA&hdanassociated
increase in demands fdocalservicesIncreased
demands for servicess well as an increase in
overalluseof the FAScould result irthe relocation
of peopleand businesito and/or out of the
affected areaBecause the propsed project
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HUMAN Duration of Impact Severity of Impact

POPULATION

Resource None | Short | Long | None Negligible | Minor Moderate | Major Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Term | Term Mitigation Measures

improvesan existing FA8at is already
experieninga high level of increased usany
relocation of people wouldlkelybe limited.
Therefore anyimpacts to the existing cultural
uniqueness and diversity of the affected ameauld
be longterm and minor.

Access to and
quality of
recreational and
wilderness
activities

There would be no significant adverisepacts to
the access and quality of recreational activities fr(
the proposed projectNo Wilderness areas exist in
the affected area; therefore, no impacts to
Wilderness recreation activities would occur
because of the proposed projedto closure of
access tgpublic lands would occur because of the
proposed projecasthe proposednew parking lot is
physicallyseparated from the existing FABhich
would remain open throughoutonstruction and
overallimplementation of the proposed project
The proposegbroject location is privately owned
and currently does not provide public access.
Development ofadditiond parkingto serve the
existing FA®ouldimproveexistingrecreational
access. Thiwould allow usersto quickly clear the
boat ramparea preparetheir equipment away
from the boat ramp andthereby improw access
andthe overallrecreationalexperience fousers
The proposed project wouldlsoincreaseavailable
parking within a designated parking area in lieu o
recreational userparkingon the streetof Craig
Overflow parkingpn the streets of Craigften
causes conflidbetween recreational users and
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HUMAN Duration of Impact Severity of Impact

POPULATION

Resource None | Short | Long | None Negligible | Minor Moderate | Major Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Term | Term Mitigation Measures

residents. Alleviating such conflict ipamary
objectiveof the proposed project Any impactto
accesgo and the quality of recrational and
wilderness activities in the affected area would be
long-term, beneficial, and moderate

Local and state ta
base and tax
revenues

There would be no significant adverse impacts to
the local and state tax base and tax revenues fro
the proposed project. Thereouldbe minor, short
term, and beneficial impacts to the locatd state
tax revenuesirom construction workers who
purchase fod and goods from local businesses
during the projectThe community economy is
recreation based and the additional public parking
areawould further supportand have longerm,
minor, and beneficial impacts tie local economy
and subsequentlocal taxbase and taxevenues

Agricultural or
Industrial
production

No significant adverse impacts to agricultural or
industrial production would be expected because
the proposed project. The proposed project
constitutes devapment of overflow parking to
alleviate congestion and conflict associated with {
of the nearbyexisting FASThe new parking area
would be locatedn land classified as
industrial/commercial.Because the affecteldndis
not currently used foror classifiedas agricultural
no impacts to agriculta productionwould occur
because of the proposed projedturther, no
existingindustrial operations would be displaced
the proposed project.Therefore, no impacts to
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HUMAN Duration of Impact Severity of Impact

POPULATION

Resource None | Short | Long | None Negligible | Minor Moderate | Major Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Term | Term Mitigation Measures

agricultural or industrial ppduction would be
expected because of the proposed project.

Human health and
safety

There would be no significant adverse impacts to
the human health and safety from the proposed
project. Contractors hired todevelopthe proposed
project may realize increased risk to human healt
and safetyassociated with construction and
development advities. However,affected
contractorswould operate in a safe mannersing
best management practices, including the use of
safety precautionsDevelopment of designated
overflow parking lotvould limit the potential for
human health and safefynpactsby decreasng
congestion and conflict at thexisting FASndon
the streets of Craitysers of the new parking area
may realize some increasbgalthandsafetyrisk
because the proposed parking area is physically
separated from the existing FABsers of the new
parking areavould have to walk along community
roads, cross Bridge Road, and crossekisting
railroad trackgo reach the existing FABecause
the railroadtracks have been defunct for many
years, ndncreasedisk tohuman health angafety
would occurfrom users crossing theilroadtracks.
Further, averflow parking is currently
accommodated by¥ASusersparking throughout
the town of CraigTherefore,anypotentialimpacts
associated with crossing community streets to
reach the existing FAS would be consistent with
current impactsOverall impacts to human health
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HUMAN
POPULATION

Duration of Impact

Severity of Impact

Resource

None

Short
Term

Long
Term

None

Negligible

Minor

Moderate

Major

Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Mitigation Measures

and safetywould be shoriterm, minor, and
adverse longterm, minor, andadver®; andlong-
term, moderate andbeneficial

Quantity and
distribution of
employment

There would be no significant adverse impact to t
quantity and distribution of employment from the
proposed projectSome impacts to the local
guantity and distribution of employment may be
realized because contracted services wouldibed
to develop the proposed projectThe proposed
project constitutes development of overflow
parking to alleviate congestion and conflict
associated with use of the existing FA#eviating
issues associated with use of the existing FAS m
result inhigher useof the FAS and an associated
increase in demands for local services. Increased
demands for servicesould result inncreased need
for seasonalocal employmentBecause the
proposed projectreais already experiencing a hig
level of increased use, ainycrease in employment
necessary to accommodategherusewould likely
be limited. Therefore,anyimpacts to thequantity
and distribution of employmenivecause of the
proposed projectvould beshortterm, longterm,
andnegligible

Distribution and
density of
population and
housing

e B}

e B}

i 1

There would be no significant adverse impact to t
distribution and density of population arftbusing
Theproposed project constitutes development of
overflow parking to alleviate congestion and conf
associated with use of the existing FAeviating
issues associated with use of the existing FAS m
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HUMAN Duration of Impact Severity of Impact

POPULATION

Resource None | Short | Long | None Negligible | Minor Moderate | Major Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Term | Term Mitigation Measures

result inhigher use of the FAS and an associated
increase in demands for local services. Increased
demands for services could result in increased ne
for local employmentwhich may increase local
housing needsBecause the proposed project ares
is already experiencing a high level of increased
any hcrease in employmerdnd associatetiousing
necessary to accommodate higher usfehe FAS
would be limited. Therefore, ay impactswould be
short-term andnegligibleand longterm and
negligible

Demands for
government
services

There would be no significant adverse impacts or|
the demands for government services from the
proposed project. The development of an additior
parking area would result in a need for
governmental services in the following areas: Lev
andClark 2dzy i@ { KSNNATFQA
Enforcement presence to patrol and respond to
calls initiated from the site may increase slightly @
to the area being opened for public use. EMS ang
Fire response to calls initiated from the site may
increase as therwill be a greater concentration of
the public using the proposed parking area. Noxiq
weed control services and latrine pumping servict
will occur on an annual basis or as needed. Therg
would be demands for FWP Parks and Outdoor
Recreation Division stiffo maintain and monitor
the site for changing, unsafe, or undesirable
conditions, including, but not limited to, cleaning
the latrine, cleaning up litter, maintaining signs,
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HUMAN
POPULATION

Duration of Impact

Severity of Impact

Resource

None

Short
Term

Long
Term

None

Negligible

Minor

Moderate

Major

Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Mitigation Measures

fixing barriers or concrete parking curbs,
maintaining boundary fencespntrolling weeds,
and communicating and answering questions fror
visitors. Maintenance staffurrentlydrive from
Helena to maintain the existing Craig FASter
project completion, affected staffiould include the
proposed parking area into thedixisting
maintenance responsibilitiesTherefore, ay
impactsto government servicewould belong
term, consistent with existingnpacts and minot

Industrial,
agricultural, and
commercial
activity

No significant adverse impacts to industrial,
agricultural, and commercial activity would be
expected because of the proposed projethe
proposed project area is currently privately ownec
and is not used for the purposesiafiustrial,
agricultural,or commercial activity. Thereforeo
impactswould be expected because thfe
proposed project area.

Locally adopted
environmental
plans and goals

e B}

e B}

No significant adverse impacts to locally adopted
environmental plans and goals would be expecte
because of the proposed projedihe proposed
project is compatible with the Lewis and Clark
County Growth Policy analith the recreational
planning priorities of both Craig anthe nearby
town of Wolf Creek FWP isunawareof any other
locally adopted plans and goals that may be
impacted by the proposed projeciTherefore, any
impacts would be longerm, beneficialand minor.

Other appropriate
social and

No significant adverse impacts to any other
appropriate social and economic circumstances
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HUMAN Duration of Impact Severity of Impact

POPULATION

Resource None | Short | Long | None Negligible | Minor Moderate | Major Summary of Potential Direct, Secondary, and Cumulative Impacts a
Term | Term Mitigation Measures

economic would be expected because of the proposed

circumstances

project. FWP is unaware of any other appropriate
social and economic circumstances that may be
impacted by the proposed pregt. Therefore, no
additional social and economimpactswould be
expected because of the proposed project.
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Figure9: Based on the design of the proposed parking lot, anticipated traffic and pedestrian flow between the exi€tiaigy FAS and the
proposed parking is illustrated. Aerial map of Craig, MT January 5, 2023
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